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Ymgynghoriad ar flaenoriaethau'r Pwyllgor Llywodraeth Leol a Thai 
ar gyfer y Chweched Senedd 
Consultation on the Local Government and Housing Committee's 
priorities for the Sixth Senedd
Ymateb gan: Cymdeithas Llywodraeth Leol Cymru 
Response from: Welsh Local Government Association  



 

Croesawn ohebiaeth yn y Gymraeg a’r Saesneg a byddwn yn ymateb i ohebiaeth yn yr un iaith. 
Ni fydd defnyddio’r naill iaith na’r llall yn arwain at oedi.  

We welcome correspondence in Welsh and English and will respond to correspondence in the same language. 
Use of either language will not lead to a delay.  

 

 

Your Ref/Eich Cyf:    
Date/Dyddiad:    16th September 2021 
Email/Ebost:      
 

 
John Griffiths MS 
Chair, Local Government and Housing Committee 
Welsh Parliament  
Cardiff Bay 
Cardiff 
CF99 1SN 
 
 
Dear John, 
 
Priorities for the Local Government and Housing Committee 
 
Thank you for your letter seeking views on the priorities for the Local 
Government and Housing Committee.  
 
We are pleased that the Senedd has once again agreed to establish a 
committee focused on local government given the critical importance 
of local authorities in delivering vital front-line services and leading 
their communities. We therefore look forward to working with you 
and your committee in promoting the work of local government and 
seeking to shape policy and legislation. 
 
The WLGA set out its ambitions for the coming term in its Manifesto 
for Localism ahead of the Senedd elections. As you will be aware, we 
have also been invited to contribute to other Senedd Committees who 
have sought views on their forward work programme priorities.  
 
Local authorities continue deal with Covid pressures and find 
themselves balancing the demands of the continuing response to the 
crisis with the process of recovery, restoring services and reopening 
the economy.  Most local government services are stretched as never 
before with unprecedented demand for social services, the return of 
schools for the Autumn term and the continuing pressure on public 
protection and enforcement services rarely far from the news 
headlines.   
 
There are several key local service matters which will therefore 
inevitably feature strongly in other committees’ work programmes 
given ongoing or planned reforms and the significant impact of 
COVID, notably within the economy, education and social services.  
 
Although these matters are not within the remit of this committee, 
housing will no doubt feature prominently in the work of your 
committee as a critical local service, key contributor to local 
economies and crucial to our post-pandemic recovery. Cllr Andrea 
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Lewis, WLGA Spokesperson for Housing has therefore contributed to this response.  
 
We therefore suggest the committee may wish to consider the following within its forward 
work programme: 
 

 The Programme for Government has an objective to strengthen the autonomy 
and effectiveness of local government to make them more successful in 
delivering services. This can only be done with fair and flexible funding – 
councils need greater fiscal autonomy and flexibility to respond to local needs and 
priorities, including powers to explore other sources of income from fees and 
charges and discretionary powers to raise new taxes to tackle specific local issues 
(such as a tourism tax). The Welsh Government’s commitment to reducing the 
administrative burden on local authorities is welcome and the WLGA would 
make the case that all specific grants should be incorporated into general grant. The 
Welsh Government’s commitment to reform council tax to ensure a fairer 
system for all has also been welcomed and the Committee may wish to contribute 
to any emerging proposals as they develop in the coming months.  

 
 The effectiveness of Welsh Government in supporting the work of local 

authorities and other partners in tackling and preventing homelessness 
and rough sleeping and ensuring that those brought into temporary 
accommodation (currently more than 6,500) during the pandemic are supported into 
permanent housing, and supporting the transformation of current and future 
temporary accommodation provision and homelessness services. 

 
 Following the Affordable Housing Supply Review, examine the effectiveness of 

Welsh Government support for increasing the delivery of affordable 
homes, including the building of  greater numbers of homes by Councils 
and Registered Social Landlords across Wales; A cross Government approach 
to new-build, improvement and retro-fit housing projects gives the opportunity to 
provide simultaneous action on: meeting housing need and tackling homelessness; 
energy efficiency, fuel poverty and climate change; inclusive local economic growth; 
and improving health, well-being and general social cohesion.  
 

 Recent reviews of housing adaptations in Wales published by Wales Audit Office 
(2018) and the Senedd’s Public Accounts Committee (2018) highlighted the need for 
Welsh Government, local authorities, housing associations, Care & Repair Agencies, 
and health and social care bodies to bring greater consistency and standardisation of 
services. The Committee could usefully examine the degree to which the 
recommendations from these previous studies have been implemented 
and improvements in the strategic and operational delivery of adaptions 
has been achieved to support the health and wellbeing of vulnerable people 

 
 The WLGA’s Rural Manifesto asks for “Housing to reflect local community needs” to 

be achieved through tailored housing policies to support the needs of rural 
communities to stimulate local economies and retain a younger demographic, with 
capital subsidies to build affordable homes across a range of tenures. The 
Committee could examine the effectiveness of housing policies and 
subsidies in achieving these objectives. 
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 Dame Judith Hackitt made many recommendations to deliver improvements in 
building safety following her inquiry. The Committee may wish to consider the 
progress made to-date in implementing these recommendations in Wales, 
any barriers to implementation, and identifying changes required to continue 
progress in this important area.  
 

Your request was for a focus on the coming 12 months, however in the longer-term, the 
committee may wish to consider: 
 

 Post-legislative scrutiny of the Local Government and Elections (Wales) 
Act 2021, in particular a focus on the wider electoral and democratic services 
reforms and establishment of corporate joint committees (although corporate joint 
committee functions are not commenced until June 2022 (for three of the CJCs), so 
any review should be timed to ensure that these functions have been embedded. 
 

 Electoral reform – the Welsh Government has set out an ambitious programme of 
electoral reform, both ahead of the 2022 local elections and a second phase, ahead 
of the 2026 and 2027 elections in Wales. There will be much learning from the 
administration of the 2022 local elections, including new reforms and some electoral 
pilots, which should feed into the Welsh Government’s longer-term reform agenda. 
Although this might be a matter the Justice and Constitution Committee may plan to 
consider, the Local Government and Housing Committee will clearly have an interest 
given the impact on local democracy and local electoral administration.  
 

WLGA leaders are particularly keen to engage with the work of the Committee and across 
the Senedd and we held a successful introductory meeting with Members of the Senedd, 
including some members of the Committee, on Wednesday. I would therefore welcome an 
opportunity to meet with you as Chair to discuss any matters of interest further. 

 
  
Yours sincerely 

 
Cllr Andrew Morgan 
WLGA Leader 




